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Navigability And Public Access
(Refer to Idaho Code 36-1601)

Navigable streams are defined as any stream which, in its natural high-
water condition, will float logs or any other commercial or floatable 
commodity, or is capable of being navigated by oar or motor propelled 
small craft for pleasure or commercial purposes. Navigable streams are 
recognized as public transportation corridors, thus members of the public 
have the right to use the corridor, provided they enter and exit the corridor 
at a public right of way, and remain within the corridor. Many navigable 
streams flow through private property, thus it is important that anglers 
know their rights and responsibilities when fishing in navigable waters that 
flow through private property.

When fishing in navigable streams bordered by private property:

•	 You must stay within the normal high-water marks of the stream, unless 
you have landowner permission to get out on the bank, or have no other 
means of getting around an obstruction in the stream (such as a fence or 
diversion dam).

•	 When getting outside of the stream to go around an obstruction, take 
the shortest, most direct route around the obstruction to get back in the 
stream.

•	 Do not allow pets or children to trespass on adjacent private property, 
without landowner permission.

•	 You may enter and exit navigable streams at other public rights of way, 
such as county road bridges.

•	 ASK FIRST! Always get landowner permission before crossing private 
lands outside of a public right of way.
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Idaho Gamefish Species
Illustrations by Joseph Tomelleri

Rainbow TroutBrook Trout

Yellowstone  
Cutthroat Trout

Westslope  
Cutthroat Trout

Brown Trout Bull Trout

Mountain Whitefish

Lake Trout

Steelhead

Chinook Salmon

Kokanee Salmon

Coho Salmon
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Idaho Gamefish Species
Illustrations by Joseph Tomelleri

Largemouth Bass

Yellow Perch

Bluegill

Pumpkinseed

White Sturgeon

Tiger Muskie

Brown Bullhead

Channel Catfish

Walleye

Black Crappie

White Crappie

Smallmouth Bass
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Looking for a new  
place to go fishing?

Idaho’s Fishing Planner is an 
interactive tool to explore and 

plan your next fishing adventure.

•	 Anglers can use any 
combination of criteria 
to search by location, fish 
species, access, facilities, or 
type of fishing experience.

•	Interactive maps of waters, 
plus information about 
stocking, game fish, and rules. 

•	See what river sections will 
open for salmon fishing, when 
they will close and more.
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